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* USA

1220 SW. Morrison Street, Suite 500
Portland, OR 97207-0463

P.O.Box 463

Phone: 503-698-4084 Fax: 503-297-1546
Email: cfmain@childfoundation.org

* Swiss

Hirschparkweg 7 4800 Zofingen CH
Phone: 0041 62 751 4078

Fax: 0041 62 752 7078

Email: info@emdad-kudak.ch

« UAE

No.11, Building 4,
Humaniterian city, Dubai, UAE
P.O.Box: 123525

Mob: 00971 50 9566522 Fax: 00971 4
8821898

Email: info.uae@childf.com

International

* Deutschland

Quettingerstr. 178 D-51381 Leverkusen
Tel.: +49-2171-9135997 Fax: +49-2171-
9135998

Email: info@bonyadekudak.de
www.bonyadekudak.de

* UK

55 Holly Royde Close,
Didsbury, M20 3HR

Phone: 07971 845 529
Email: info@childfoundation.co.uk
www.childfoundation.co.uk
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Child Foundation Activities by
numbers and statistics

We would like to inform you that Iran
Child Foundation is still a pioneer
in sponsoring needy but talented
children. There are 5325 students
under cover of Child foundation aids
now. In the following table you can
find the number of Child Foundation
new sponsored children:

Since March 2012 to now, 3456
sponsors joined Child Foundation.
We really appreciate their kindness
and supports. The number of Iran
Child Foundation sponsors are 8349.

Annual Auditing Report:

Like the past years, the Child
Foundation was audited again in
the fiscal year which ends to May
2012 by the Institute of the Audit
and Management Services of the
Pioneers of Armoongostaran . This
institute has checked and audited the
all bank accounts, financial offices
and assets of the Child Foundation.
Consequently, it can be reported as
follows :

Number of Child Foundation
new sponsored students till
December 2012

Number of Month

new children

54 March
184 May
176 June
129 July
133 August
148 September
101 October
234 November
266 December

According to this institute opinion, the mentioned financial
statements shows that the financial situation of the Charitable
Institute of the Child Foundation on and also, the results of
operations and cash flows for the year which ends to the
mentioned date, are appropriate and desirable, to the all aspects
of importance, according to the all financial standards. Also,
the all payments of the Child Foundation which have been paid
from the aid and help received from the dear benefactors, have
nearly doubled in comparison with the last year. This advantage
according to the all economical situations and the all obstacles
and embargos which exist nowadays on the way of the providing
of the expenses of the NGOs and non-governmental institutions,
can show us that how successful and capable the Child
Foundation has been in the management of this organization, the
all expenses and also the attraction of people’s trust in order to
help the poor children.

Undoubtedly, the all of these successes and advantages owe to
the kind and warm human beings" hearts which are just beating
for the Child Foundation and the needy studious children of our

country.

Child Foundation total payments

In fiscal year ending to may 31st 2012

Payments to Male sponsored students 48,161,012,448
Eta:l}(flr:lilgts to Female sponsored 33.467.822.210
Medicine and curing payments 281,124,000
Food and clothes payments 1,732,600,788
Payments to refugee children 13,160,000
Extra payments to sponsored children 752,858,676

Emergency payments 1,751,934,721
Oth.er payments concerning charitable 275,800,570
affairs

Total 86,436,313,413

Administrative  organizational and

Social Working expenses 4,195,475,897

Total 90,631,789,310




note all the suggestions or criticisms
in the youth committee’s MOM book
and the results of the same will be
announced to the participants of the
first monthly session which is held
on each month’s first Sunday at the
presence of the Child Foundation’s
employees and authorities to be used
by others or even other volunteers
in the upcoming programs. | said
other volunteers because most of the
members of the youth committee do
not cooperate with us continuously
and if the new volunteers do not
have anything to use from the past
experiences, all tasks will become a
trial and error task.
How much could your activities
contribute to the progress of
building a residential center
for Urmia’s cancer-diagnosed
children?
As ofthefirstdate this project started in
September 2012, the youth committee
members were present to help hold
the ceremony. Also after that, we both
held and took part in several highly-
received exhibitions to disseminate
the respective information in this
regard. We also held charity fairs,
Golrizanl ceremonies and several
other events to collect money for the
mentioned center.
Could you please be more specific
about some of the tasks done by
you and your colleagues in the
volunteer section of the youth
committee of Urmia’s Child
Foundation office?
One of our tasks is to provide scientific
and educational help to the children
member to the Child Foundation, by
holding training courses. Recently
we could also help a 16-year old girl
to send her invention to the Kharazmi
Festival. Another example is holding
the Golrizan ceremony every year
during the International Children’s
Week. This October as well, we hosted
some 2000 guests for four days in
a ceremony where we had various
musical and comedy programs,
theatres, etc. Usually the Iranian artists
and famous characters also take part
in our Golrizan ceremonies. Last year,
Ms. Haniyeh Tavasoli and Mr. Saber

1 Golrizan is a ceremony in which volunteer
people provide money for an event or a person.

Abar and this year, Ms. Mehraveh
Sharifi Nia and Mr. Ali Kiani as
well as Saeed Ma’rouf — our famous
Urmian volleyball player (also one
of the world’s best players) added an
extra excitement to our ceremony by
their presence. We also take part in
most of the well-received exhibitions
held in Urmia Permanent International
Fairground and introduce our activities
to the visitors.

Are volunteer activities in the

Child Foundation different from

those of other charities?
Yes, they are totally different. In
the Child Foundation the volunteer
activities are done according to
certain plans and special supervision
which is the main difference between
our institute and other charities.
Moreover, we all work in a friendly
environment and therefore, when
you visit the Child Foundation for
the first time, the first thing you feel
is the sense of trust and positive
energy. After a short time, you’ll
know that everything is ran smoothly
in this foundation and jobs are done
according to certain plans and there
are standards to follow and still you
are sure you’re working with one the
best charity organizations.

What do you think are an

organization’s  responsibilities

towards its volunteers?
The organization should identify its
volunteers’ needs and abilities and
then plan for and manage them. One
of the main concerns of the volunteers
is an environment in which they can
act in the best possible way so that
their actions and efforts have the
most efficiency. Any task is done in
one way or another ultimately, but
one should consider whether it was
worth that much time and energy and
cost or not, maybe it could be done
with much lesser time and expense.
Therefore, having the job done is
not merely the important thing,
efficiency is also crucial. Moreover,
the organizations must refuse to
accept people who want to join them
just to spend their time. These people
would act as a drawback to the whole
volunteering team.

Had these activities have any role

in your personal life?
When I look back at my life during
these years of cooperating with
the Child Foundation, I see many
changes. Other than gaining a better
view towards my society, I could
be a more successful person in my
social relations and achieved many
other successes which are all results
of my volunteer role in the Child
Foundation.

What measures should be taken

to maintain the volunteering

personnel?
Since the volunteers simply cooperate
with organization according to their
own plans and interests and do not
expect any financial compensations,
having a proper environment to work
in would just be so important to
them. So the organizations can focus
on creating appropriate, friendly
atmospheres in which they can
maintain a valuable asset called the
volunteering team.

How do you see the future of the

Child Foundation’s volunteer
section?
The Urmia branch of Child

Foundation has succeeded in
creating the ideal environment for its
volunteers, I believe. The sense of trust
and creating a friendly atmosphere
among the volunteers while acting
according to certain regulations
and also respecting the volunteers’
ideas and needs and the increasing
success and developments of the
Child Foundation does attract more
volunteers. However, maintaining
them is still difficult sometimes and
we always ask the new members to
review our “Managing the Volunteer
Resources” and “The Principles of
Doing Group Tasks” brochures.

Any last words?

Evidently, joining the Child
Foundation in the best years of my life
has been an important event which I
hope I can carry on with. I’d like to
thank Ms. Chegini, the respectable
Office Administrator of Urmia branch
whom I have always looked up at as
my role model. And in the end I want
to say well done to all the members
of the great Child Foundation family
and wish them more success.
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How did you get familiar with
the Child Foundation?
The Child Foundation is a well-known
and popular institute in Urmia and you
can rarely find a person who doesn’t
know it. Therefore, 1 already was
acquainted with the institute before
starting to cooperate with them. But
my serious cooperation with them
started when one of my friends
introduced me to the foundation.
What were the advantages of this
voluntary cooperation for you?
I felt being helpful when working
with the foundation. If a person has
a precise and vast view of the society,
the opportunities to grow and succeed
will be easily provided to him by
accepting some risks. During the
past few years, I could experience the
feeling of success when cooperating
with the Child Foundation and it
just gave me a better feeling towards
myself and the world around me
and gave me hope to succeed in my

upcoming plans.

What is your definition
of “volunteer” and what
professional and  personal

characteristics should a volunteer

Administrator:

have, you believe?

I think a volunteer is an individual
who helps an organization reach its
goals, without financial expectations.
To me, the major difference between a
volunteer and a normal employee is the
money they later receive. Moreover,
the volunteer tasks are freely done
and should be in favor of the society.
This could have a spiritual reward for
the volunteering person. Since the
people volunteering to be members
of the youth committee of the Child
Foundation, are the foundation’s
representatives, they need to be chosen
with precise consideration so that
the person’s personal characteristics
correspond with the foundation’s
values. Ms. Chegini, the office
administrator of the Child Foundation
(Urmia branch) always says: remember
that as volunteers, you are the reflection
of what the Child Foundation is...

The volunteering person should
remain loyal to the moral principles
and the rules and regulations as well
as serious order and discipline in the
tasks handed over to him and provide
his reports on a regular basis because
working as a volunteer doesn’t mean

The Youth Committee of Child Foundation Urmia branch

I’ve experienced the

feeling of being helptul,
when working in the
Child Foundation

Mohammad Rahmani, 20 years old, majoring in Electronics

has recently accepted to administer the Child Foundation youth
committee branch in Urmia. He is the gold medal winner of 2012
International Inventions Competitions, the gold medal winner of
Asia’s Youngest Inventor and Iran’s Top Researcher in year 2011 and
he has registered 8 inventions under his name. As he puts it, his life
has undergone many revolutionary changes ever since he started to
cooperate with the Child Foundation and he could gain lots of great
successes in his life. Below you can read our interview with him:

working as you wish...

How are the volunteer tasks

handled in Urmia Child

Foundation?
All tasks are done in a committee
called the youth committee which
has 450 members who are mostly
university students. Many of them
are not from Urmia and live in
dormitories. The youth committee
includes several sections and people
are working in them given their
experiences and abilities.
To do the tasks, first its type is
determined in the committee’s monthly
sessions and the related information is
sent to the office administrator. Then
it will be completed according to her
comments and it will be scheduled
and the related tasks are prepared
in detail. After the final approval
and obtaining the permits from the
respective authorities, the plan is
returned to the youth committee and
it is re-scheduled. The administrators
of each section are selected and the
job description of them and their
team members are set and eventually
the plan is done. Once finished, an
analysis and review session is held to




*Minoo Galleh

Simple words

which are

miracles to us!

“You can go to High School and
continue your education” this sentence
might sound normal or even odd to
many of us, but it gave Robabeh a
real shock! She passed the third year
of Guidance School with great scores
but could not continue her education.
Neither could her brothers or sister. She
hasn’t forgotten how her older sister
was deprived of this facility in spite
of all her efforts, but Robabeh did not
have a fate similar to her sister and no
miracles happened. However, she still
calls it the “Miracle Day” and although
today she is in a valuable social position,
she talks about that day with utmost
excitement. “I’ve finished the third
grade of Guidance School with perfect
scores and I really wished I could go
on to the High School. I knew that my
father could not afford to send me to
school and I was all hopeless when one
day Ms. Zare’ came to our house and
told me I was awarded a scholarship by
the Child Foundation and I can continue
my educations in High School. I was
shocked! This was a miracle! I couldn’t
believe my ears!”

Because of her talents and outstanding
scores, Robabeh was nominated to
the Child Foundation by a charity
organization for continuing her
educations. Assheputsit, thiswhole story
was a miracle to her because although
she knew the charity organizations
helped the families in many ways, she
didn’t know that there is an organization
that supports the children’s education
and makes it possible for them to
continue their education and not stay
behind their peers. She says: “when I
was truly hopeless, Ms. Zare’ planted a
thousand seeds of hope in my heart”.

Today, Robabeh is a lawyer and she
seems to be walking on the clouds
when she can go to her office in central

Adrebil every morning. She loves her
life and job and no amount of work is
considered “too much” for her, she just
moves on with full energy.

The support of the Child Foundation
continued and our young Robabeh
managed to finish High School
successfully in 2005 and was accepted
in Ardebil university, in the field of Law
the same year she finished High School.
After graduating in 2009, she also
succeeded in passing the Attorney test
and after 2 years of internship, she gains
her very own work permit in December
2011. Now it was time for her to take
bigger steps and the Child Foundation
was always supporting her in all these
years. Apparently finding an office was
impossible for her but once again the
Child Foundation paved the way for her.
Now it’s a couple of months that she’s
working in her office and this is how
she tells the story: “when I finished my
internship, Ms. Zare’ — who was still
following up my case from the Child
Foundation — asked me about my plans
for an office and I told her 'm going
to need a loan to be able to rent a small
office and she said she’ll talk to the
Board of Trustees and let me know of
the results”.

As Robabeh mentions, the Child
Foundation representative  surprises
her with unexpected news, she goes
on: “they called me and said a person
called Mr. Jafar Zadeh Moghadam has
volunteered to let me use one of his
offices until I can find a place myself.
I’m truly thankful to this person and will
never forget his big help to me. Both me
and all my family were delighted to hear
this news”.

Like other children who could enjoy this
humanitarian support, Robabeh has her

own dreams. This 25-year old young
lady now is proud to be one of the Child
Foundation’s sponsors herself. She
explains: “I’d like to compensate for all
the supports that the Child Foundation
provided to me. I’d really like to save
a child like myself from poverty and
I’ve decided to support a child in near
future to help him/her grow in a better
condition and get closer to success step
by step”.

This young Ardebili lady owes her
successful education and social position
to the Child Foundation and says: “I
couldn’t draw this valuable picture of
myself in the society without the helps
of the Child Foundation. I believe that
supporting the children’s education is
a necessity because then they can be
better people for their families and their
society”.

Robabeh adds that many families and
children are the victims of poverty and
are therefore deprived of education
which is one of the primary rights of all
human beings. This young lawyer not
only accepts to work for free in some
cases to help the poor families but also
nominates children in need to the Child
Foundation and is happy to be helpful.
She believes that these children should
be identified and she’s completely
positive that the Child Foundation is
already doing so.

Robabeh finishes with this fact that
during all these years her heart was
strengthened by the Child Foundation
and she was full of hope because of all
her family’s supportive helps.
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Dear Steven,Please introduce
yourself.
My name is Steven Englund. I am
the Marketing Specialist at the Child
Foundation USA office in Portland,
OR. I also help with many IT related
projects.
How long have you worked with
CF?
I have worked here for one year and
thank you to my wonderful coworkers,
I have enjoyed every day. The
teamwork at this office is wonderful..
Have you ever worked with other
charities?
This is my first time working for a non-
profit. At first I did not know what to
expect but I realized I enjoy working
for a good cause.
Do you think CF performance
could affect the relation between
Iranian Americans and Iranian
residents?
I believe our organization already
has helped the relationship between
the two countries. We are helping
to humanize Iran. We are helping to
show Americans that Iran is not the
enemy, but in actuality they have
many citizens who need help, just like
the rest of the world. There arefamilies
in Iran who had nothing to do with
the bad relationship between our two
countries. They should not have to
suffer and Child Foundation is one of
the few brave companies who want to

A short gap with Steven Englund, USA
Child Foundation American staff

Itis a shame that there are
starving children all over the
world, who are lacking the
support of the United States
government because of bad

politics
help.
CF is assisting students. As a
staff working in CF, what do you
think makes CF different than
other charities?
Our staff is all very passionate about
what we do and this shows in our
work. As I stated before, we are one
of the few organizations who can
send food to the children of Iran. We
have to go through many daily (and
reoccurring) obstacles to accomplish
this but it is always worthwhile.
Do you think religion or
nationality are related elements?
Or you believe the Cf policy
of remaining a non-religion
organization?
I do believe Child Foundation is
non-religious and non-political. We
are here to help children, who know
nothing of these issues. We are trying
to give them a fair chance, of their
nationality or religion.
How do you represent CF to your
friends and family?
I tell them about the work we do
here and how passionate everyone
is at this organization. They can see
that I enjoy working here since the
work is fulfilling and every day holds
something different. I think since I
have started working for a non-profit
that many of my family and friends
have become with other non-profits.
They see my happiness here and know

that they too can make positive change
in the world.

Did your American friends join

CF?Ifyes, What they think about

CF, how was their reaction?
So far, none of my friends have joined
Child Foundation but I know that all
of them appreciate the work that I do
for this cause.

Do you believe the political issues

between governments should

affect NGO’s activities?
Of course not! It is a shame that there
are starving children all over the
world, who are lacking the support of
the United States government because
of bad politics. NGOs exist to help
people, yet we have to work twice as
hard to accomplish this because of the
many political barriers.

How much you know about Iranian

culture and language? Do you think

working in CF was helpful?
There are a few Iranian-Americans
who work here and they are always
more than happy to teach me about
the culture of Iran. I enjoy hearing
about the celebrations and holidays. |
definitely enjoy eating food that I have
never tried before. They took me to a
Persian buffet and I ate many plates of
delicious food! Kebab with cucumber
sauce was my favorite.

Last statement?
Thank you for taking the time to
interview me and share my thoughts!



of the characters should be famous and
how many normal people.” Based on
the teaser we already saw, Mr. Dehbashi
believed we should start from “not
helping” and conclude in helping. It truly
was an ambitious idea! But the presence
of a professional and enthusiastic team
gave us a big hope.” Now it was time
to find characters whom we could rely
on. We had to prepare a long list and
consider too many various points when
preparing it. “We chose about 130
people. There was an important factor
in choosing the characters; first they
had to be famous enough and trusted
by the people, second they shouldn’t
be political figures, and finally they
should include a great range of those
active in different socio-cultural fields;
like a combination of poets, writers,
actors, sculptures, sportsmen, etc.” After
the initial selection of the characters,
letters written on behalf of the director
and the Child Foundation Managing
Director were sent to them explaining
about the Child Foundation and how
and why we’re making the teaser. There
were lots of direct and indirect follow
up processes after the initial letter, and
finally we could have a list of 77 people
ready to help us. And that’s when we
started shooting. “We changed the Child
Foundation office into a studio for over
two weeks! Shootings were done in two
phases; the first phase was set in the
institute’s central office and the second
one in a portable format some of which
was done during the ceremony held in
the House of Cinema and some other
in the individuals’ offices or houses. For
mstance, we visited Mr. Mohammad
Beheshti at his office or shot the
scenes with Mr. Ali Nasirian and Ms.
Mahboubeh Bayat, at Niyavaran Cultural
Center.” When asked, was it worth it or
not, she smiles — as if remembering all
the sweet memories — and replies firmly:
“YES! It was a fantastic experience.
We got a very good feedback from some
of these people. Some of them whom
we really didn’t have any hope they’d
cooperate, accepted to help with utmost
enthusiasm. Moreover, I just can’t forget

the experience of cooperating with such
a professional and precise group and all
the precious efforts of my colleagues...”

Writing the script has its own special
story too. When watching the clip,
one feels there is no dialogue and
everyone is expressing their own real,
personal feelings spontaneously and
as such, writing short dialogues which
will together convey an important
message, can’t be an easy job. “A
group of writers gathered together to
work on the dialogues. The general
script was set to consist of 4 phases.
First, negating by saying words like
“it’s not our business!”, “why should
we help anyway?!”, etc. Second,
pointing out the issue and disclaiming
responsibility using statements such
as “who says all children should
study?!”, “who says studying makes a
difference in the children’s future?!”,
etc.; most of the dialogues (over
107 and increasing) belonged to this
section. Then in the third and fourth
phases, we move more towards the
positive side which needed the most
effective dialogues.”

Not all the characters wished to remain
faithful to the scripts: “the dialogues of
each character was written based on
the person’s responsibility, professional
background and of course personal
interest; but still some of them preferred
to step out of our frameworks and
express their own natural feelings, like
Ms. Leili Golestan who actually spoke
really influential and powerful. The
edited version is so interesting for all
of us (who were engaged in the project
from the very beginning) that we’re just
counting down to see the feedbacks.
However, the result of putting it on
YouTube or circulating it in social
networks was just beyond expectations.
Within the first 3 days, “Do not help”
was watched over 20.000 times,
resulting in increasing the number of
visits to the Child Foundation website
to the highest ever during the past
years. All of the people who watched

the clip are willing to help as much as
they can and expressed their interest in
cooperating with us. We have so many
visitors both to our website and to our
central office that in order to handle this
much enthusiastic query we needed to
be in the office even during holidays.
It should also be mentioned that the
Iranians living abroad also called and
emailed us and said they are ready for
any kind of help.”

What the Child Foundation achieved
from this project was not just a teaser to
attract more supporters; it rather created
a great wave of passion and kindness
that expended beyond all boundaries and
made the people all around the world
watch a short clip and think — even for
a few moments — about “Helping”
those in need; a delicate point we might
sometimes forget in today’s chaotic lives
of ours.

Iasked Mss. Fardi if the teaser is still being
watched by the people and she replied:
“although it’s been almost a year since
the clip was released, we can still find it
in the attachment of emails”; and that is
the magic of one of the clip’s dialogues
where the character suggests, instead of
sending jokes and everyday emails, send
the Child Foundation’s website address
to 5 people and ask them not to break the
chain! “Many of the people referring to
us for the first time have known us by
this clip... and this is why I’d like to once
again thank Mr. Dehbashi and his kind
friends for all their tremendous efforts,
Ms. Dadkhah, Child Foundation’s
respectable Managing Director who
never stopped offering her benevolent
assistance and support. Not to forget all
my friends and colleagues, Ms. Maryam
Adineh, Ms. Elaheh Dehghani and
Mr. Amani for being there for us and
supporting us. And last but not least, I'd
like to appreciate the cooperation of all
the individuals who played a memorable
role in this clip as a marvelous
humanitarian action which can save an
innocent child’s future from depravity
and unawareness.”

AN
M
. 778
W

Hamyaran



[ &)\
W

PN
A\ /4

Hamyaran

Elmira Hosseini- Sahand Fardi

Should we help or not?!
The creation of “Do not help” clip

DO NOT HELP!

“Do not help” is not a common title
for a teaser especially for a charity
organization! But this video clip was
so powerful that you can’t consider it
a simple teaser. Although, basically
creating such a video clip is not an easy
task. There needs to be a great delicacy
to avoid creating a cliché. Like the ones
that use the sorrowful faces of little poor
children, trying to make people pity
them and offer them help. So a lot of
effort has been put into this clip to make
it a “different” work of art, a video that
encourages people not to help!

Finding the Child Foundation office
is not a hard job. Ms. Fardi, Child
Foundation’s Public Relations Agent,
who has been engaged in the process
of the creation of “Do not help” video
clip from the beginning, was waiting for

me in the institute’s warm and friendly
office. She begins with these words:
“having in mind all the details of this
clip — which I'll tell you all about — I'd
like to take this opportunity to sincerely
thank one of our kind supporters, Mr.
Hossein Dehbashi, who produced and
directed this clip. He himself, together
with a group of his friends cooperated
with us with an exemplary sense of
kindness and obsession as of the first
sessions of idea creation.”

She continues: “I have to say, finding
a new and proper structure for the
clip was no easy task”. Then she adds
that it took them weeks to seriously
do researches to eventually find their
ideal structure; something that really
satisfies the director in which we can
integrate indirectly the real message

of the clip. Finally, after watching a
couple of national and international
samples which did not move us really,
one single one attracted the group’s
attention. “There was a clip by Steven
Spielberg called “Don’t Vote” which
was produced for the elections. Instead
of encouraging the people to vote, the
clip rather focused on all the reasons
based on which people could avoid
voting and persuaded them during the
clip why it’s better NOT to vote.” After
agreeing on the main theme, the real job
has started. There needed to be a precise
psychological review in choosing the
motions of hands and the faces and
deciding on the selected characters’ order
of appearance. “The clip was analyzed
thoroughly. Even it was determined how
many minutes to talk positively and how
many minutes negatively; or how many



are passed, the cards for this year
has not been issued yet. Even in the
best situations, renewing the cards
takes so long that results in Afghan
children being present in schools
with 10-day delays. In line with
the decisions made regarding the
education of Afghan children, a few
years ago the Iranian government
approved the plan to establish
nonprofit schools for this end with
the cooperation of Iran-Afghanistan
governments. However, the plan was
objected by the children activists
since they believed now that after
years of struggle, the educational
conditions of the Afghan children
is being optimized gradually,
establishing special schools to
be attended by Afghan -children
merely, not only is a negative
action, but would be an instance of
unequal treatment. Unfortunately,
discriminatory behavior towards
Afghan children in Iranian schools
is not a rare thing. For instance, in
one of the schools in Pishva, the
Humanities field is separated for
Iranian and Afghan students and the
classes are held under the titles of
“Iranian Humanities” and “Afghan
Humanities”.  Although  many
students — afraid to be made to leave
the school — refuse to talk about
their condition in schools, during the
new educational year, many Afghan
students in the mentioned school had
to switch to the Afghan Humanities
field of study against their will and
despite the fact that many of them
had completed one full year in
Experimental Sciences or Manual
Skills field.

Maryam Karimi, the social worker
helping Afghan children supported
by the Child Foundation, mentioned
the unclear situation of many Afghan
children who are still deprived
of education and added: “at the
beginning of the educational year,
when all Iranian students are busy
enrolling in schools and preparing
to attend the classes, many of
Afghan students are still waiting
for the confirmation of the Iranian
government to let them enroll in
schools and then are finally arranging
their education fees.” Currently, the

Afghan students should normally
pay the following fees for each level:
primary school: 2.000.000 Rials,
guidance school: 2.500.000 Rials
and high school: 3.000.000 Rials.
Children affairs’ activists believe that
this very issue causes a great pressure
on the families making them decide
to ask their children to work and
make money, rather than study and
spend money.

Yet, this whole process is valid for
those having a passport or valid visa.
There is another group of Afghans
who are living in Iran illegally; they
are deprived of even the very basic
rights. In other words, the Afghan
children living illegally in Iran, not
only are deprived of the education
rights, but even living rights. Of
course as of the beginning of Iranian
year 1380 (April 2011), some self-
regulating schools were established
in a few parts of Tehran such as
Varamin and Pishva in particular
to welcome the education-deprived
children. But unfortunately, these
schools were also not supported
well and were closed as a result.
Still, some Dar Al-Qurans have
been established to make it possible
for some of the children to pursue
their educational dreams. However,
the number of children who have
to work and make money for the
family is high. They have to work
because of their family members’
ailment and therefore have very
little education in their adolescent
years — so little that they cannot
even write their own names.
Children who don’t have the “pass
card” or have entered Iran illegally
are not only refugees but even the
Afghan children who were born in
Iran, those of the Iranian women
who married the Afghan men, the
children of unregistered marriages,
etc. If we look at the issue from
aspects other than education, in a
more general view this statement
would be true: “the Afghan people
living in Iran, who do not hold a
valid residency permit are deprived
of even their very initial rights
that is having an IDENTITY.”
According to the statistics
provided by the Bureau for Aliens

and Foreign Immigrants Affairs
(BAFIA), currently there are some
3.5 million Afghan immigrants
living in Iran, only 1 million of
whom own a residency permit.
Other than the identity crisis that the
person would face, having people
with unregistered identities should
be considered a warning signal
for the Iranian government and
society. A very small percentage
of these Afghan children have a
chance to continue their education
in the organizations created by
the people or in the independent
Afghan schools and unfortunately,
a great number of these children
still would not be able to finish their
educational levels. Those Afghan
children who have a residency
permit and are accepted in schools
still need to pay their fees; and
yet, being able to continue their
education depends on the renewal
of their permit. Moreover, only
those of the Afghan students with
their high school diploma, who can
manage the fees, could possibly
be thinking of entering the Islamic
Azad University. Even if they
are accepted in the governmental
universities, they still will have a
very small chance to be allowed in
the university.

Given all the facts mentioned above,
one important conclusion can be
made: among the numerous Afghan
children and students who are deprived
of continuing their education due to
any of the above-mentioned reasons,
there are a large number of them who
are really talented and neglecting them
will easily result in facing abnormal
behaviors which would cause social
damages that would be a threat to
each and every member of the society.
We truly hope that in a very near
future, the equal laws on allowing the
Afghan refugee children would be
implemented fairly. We also wish the
complications that the organizations
created by the people, as well as the
independent Afghan schools are
facing, would be mitigated so that they
can act even more efficiently aligned
with the respective authorities and
organization, in a more integrated and
effective manner.
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Unfortunate Fate of
Afghan Children in

Iran

Refugee Afghan children... they are
alone; they’ve been through so many
harsh things; they experienced so
many deprivations. When talking to
them, one would easily find out how
many things there are that they wish
they had but don’t. Around two years
ago, the Ministry of Education’s Head
of center for International Affairs and
Schools Abroad announced that the
mentioned Ministry is reviewing the
possibility of creating schools for
Afghan children inside Iran; a promise

that has not been kept yet. Now, it’s
been a few years that free education
for Afghan children in Iran has been
changed to one of their unattainable
wishes. For many of them, schools,
teachers and education, have no
meaning. Although every year, at the
beginning of the educational year in
September, the Ministry authorities
make promises regarding optimizing
the condition of Afghan children’s
education, many Afghan children
are deprived of education in Iran

practically. This issue has undergone
many ups and downs and after so
many years, the Afghan children are
limitedly allowed to attend schools
together with the Iranian students.

It’s been two years now that a special
card, called “Pass Card” is issued for
Afghan children. They can use the
card to be able to attend the school
after paying the related fee. Although
there has been lots of propaganda on
the practical use of the cards, months
after the school enrolment deadlines



back and scarves are put around their
necks. The weather is already cold.
However, these things cannot lower
their pains and sorrow. Perhaps it
might give them motivation for a
rebirth.

Saturday, 20 October
Ithasamonth since the earthquake. But
we are still involved with coordinating
the earthquake- related cases. People’s
aids have been sent in six steps. The
aid working team members from
Tabriz, Ardebil, and Uroumiye’s
offices are visiting the quake-ravaged
areas and estimating the difficulties
and needs. With the beginning of fall
and schools’ reopening, dropping
in schools is also added. We talk to
people in each village ask their kids’
studies. We visit schools and examine
students and schools’ needs. There
are no schools in Qavi jaq village. It
is the same village that was destroyed
completely. Now six elementary
school kids do not a place to study.
Through examinations, we decide to
hole their classes in temporary shelters.
One of the Child Foundation’s shelters
is specialized for this and it is being
sent to the areas. Now six students
of “Hor” elementary school will be
studying in temporary shelters until
their school is constructed.

The first step of aids to victims such as
emergency tasks, and then temporary

resettlement have been done and
now the main activities of Child
Foundation is on aid working team’s
shoulder. We visit villages with aid
working team and check the problems
and shortages. In one of our visits to
Varzagan town, we understand that
high school and junior high students
have to commute to other villages due
to lack of facilities and equipments
in dormitories. In addition to the
problems of commuting every day on
the raods, snow, rain, and the freezing
weather cause a lot of dangers in
commuting between roads. The only
way is to equip the dormitories as
much as possible so that the students
can stay there. In order to do this in
first step 103 blankets, 10 packages
of meat are given to girls’ dormitories
and 72 blankets and 20 packages of
meat are given to boys’ dormitories.
In Qarajeh village the cold weather
caused commuting difficult. But
cold is pretty obvious in people’s
appearances. People’s hands and faces
especially children are dry because of
extreme cold and in some cases they
have deep wounds on their hands.

To solve the problem, 24 tubes of
AD cream are distributed among
families. We explain how to use them
properly based on medical advice.
Also kids are given stationary and
warm winter clothes.

Friday, 21 December

The second step, which was
facilitating  dormitories, is done
today. The previous step completed a
month ago. They needed pillows and
mattresses. Now 356 mattresses and
pillows, 185 blankets and two LCDs
are given to dormitories. The general
costs are approximately $16000.
This shipment is supplied from the
people’s contributions spot and Child
Foundation’s mutual assistants.
During all this time of tragic event
in FEastern Azarbayjan, Child
Foundation has not given up his
activities and besides its own tasks;
it helped the quake-ravaged victims
and supported needy children. In
recent earthquake taken place in
Azarbayjan, Child Foundation
teams and groups were dispatched
to the areas to observe and examine
the conditions and problems. Then
they check the children who lost
their families and introduce them to
the Child Foundation. 400 people
were Kkilled in 3 towns; Abhar,
Heris, Varzagan and dependencies
around them. Some of them were
bread winners and guardians. Now
Child Foundation is supervising
and supporting more that 100
Azarbayjani children with mutual
assistance of our dear people
who helped us with providing,
supervising, and educating them. We
hope that these children will make a
good future not only for themselves
but also for the people who aided
them.
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sending people’s contributions, just
like the previous week. On Thursday
August 24, the fourth shipment of
aids was sent as well. At first, the
cars go toward Foundation’s spot
in Meli Bank’s parking in Ahar and
then the will be sent to the quake-
ravaged areas to distribute the
contributions. At the moment most

victims have been done and at the
moment we are preparing ourselves
for the next aiding phases such as
protecting students, providing the
life primary devices, the cost of
treatment, and necessary steps for
the victims’ health. To do these, we
need cash contributions. We will
inform through the website so that

contributions are being sent to two

villages; Qarajeh and Bajeh Baj
because they completely devastated.
The overall conditions are not
satisfactory. The dead animals are
still under the falling debris and
there is a possible danger of outbreak
of infectious diseases. Due to this
problem in Bajeh Baj, the temporary
resettlement tents are set up far from
the Now the most necessary things
are health care items. The Child
Foundation aid workers estimated
that food, toys, and long lasting
dishes are very crucial needs of the
victims.

Monday, 3 September
It has been three weeks since the
earthquake incidence. All this time
we have witnessed our people and
benefactors’ presence. Till now the
fourth step of people’s contributions
in the first phase have been sent t our
quake-ravaged countrymen. Today
the fifth shipment will be sent. It
seems that the first aids for the

the fans can accompany us.

Thursday, 20 September
Tomorrow is beginning of fall. It is
a day when we remember good and
strange memories. From a couple
of weeks ago, you could feel such
excitement all around the city.
Stationary, stores, clothes...but the
loss of dears for students especially
children have left no enthusiasm.
However, life goes on and you
should pass this stage unwillingly
and be prepared for the future.

In Bam  earthquake, Child
Foundation’s serious and
conspicuous presence helped to
gain precious experiences which are
functional and created the idea of
“backpacks of hope”. This idea can
lead to motivation for restarting and
guiding the quake-ravaged students’
enthusiasm to study. With such
summons we are welcoming the idea
of “backpacks of hope”.

In our memories, the first day of
fall is somehow linked with books,

notebooks, and school. Turning
pages of new books and arranging
color pencils are parts of our
background memories. At the first
month of fall this year, as usual, we
see those who are preoccupied with
studying and experience the new
school year. But I wish....... among
these tumults we remembered our
countrymen in Azarbayjan. If the
earth had been kinder to their lands,
they would be busy with their books
and studies now. Unfortunately
these days, the losses of their loved
ones and being deprived of the least
everyday facilities have caused them
lose their hopes.

Now, it is the time that once again all
of us who cried for our countrymen
and generously and perfectly
attempted to prove that “we are by
their side”. Again together for each
other take more steps.

300 kids and students from pre-
school to high school are identified
by close and expert examinations
of aid working Foundation’s teams.
We make a list of all things we
need based on experience. We go
to the big market (Bazar) for some
days continually to prepare the
things as soon as possible which of
course it takes a little time. We want
everything to have good quality and
be standard. We are facing great
welcome. Some of them gave the
items on a discount and some others
gave us the thing free of charge just
to help.

In each backpack in proportion to
age and gender, there are stationary
(notebooks, pens, pencils, color
pencils...), health care facilities
(towels, toothpastes, water glasses,
soaps, and shampoo), food (biscuits,
snacks, and rich food), underwear,
hats, scarves, gloves, socks, and
toys.

Then we begin distributing the
backpacks with the presence of
managing director of Iran Child
Foundation and also Dr. Azar Jalili,
director of Child Foundation office
in Switzerland. The identified
children are in Bajeh Baj village and
some villages in Qajeh Bolaq. The
backpacks are placed on children’s



Tuesday, 14 August

We have been informed that there
some obstacles for help and the cars
have been stopped, but it does not
matter. The news was announced
on the site on 12th of August in the
morning. Also the account number
and other necessary information
were given. Since then the telephone
rings was an inseparable voice
among other voices there. Among
the calls we hear a familiar voice.
It is Saber Abar, the Iranian actor.
He is saying that with a group of
artists and his friends gathered
some aids to help the victims and
he requested to send all aids through
Child Foundation to the areas. Saber
Abar’s request is coincided with
receiving contributions in kind. At
this moment, the building’s bell is
sustainably heard. There too many
requests for help that we have got
difficulties for storing, separating,
and packaging the items. Finally,
we have found a way to store the
boxes and dedicated packages
which people are sending. The Child
Foundation’s basement is allocated
for this task and Foundation’s
employees, volunteers are packaging
the items.

The torrent of help began the
very next day. Yet we do not any
information about what items are
needed more. We contact Mrs.
Bagerzareh, an aid worker in
Ardebil’s Foundation office. She
attends in quake-ravaged areas in
person. Based on her observations,
she states what the victims need and
their needs are exactly announced
on the site. At present, the most
important and necessary items
include: toothbrushes, toothpastes,
blankets, clothes, underwear,
flashlights, dish sets, spoons and
forks, toys, portable ovens, and
disposable containers.

Wednesday, 25 August
Today at 10:00 A.M, the first series
of contributions were sent to the
quake-ravaged areas. A few days
ago, our colleagues in Ardebil
Foundation office were preparing a
suitable place to be the positioning

spot for the items because the
items are not supposed to be given
to the Red Crescent or any other
institutions. Child Foundation will
independently distribute the items.
Meli Bank in Ahar gave its parking
to the Foundation and all sent items
initially go to this spot then they will
be sent based on priorities.

It is around noon that Hamed
Behdad, The actor, calls. He wants
to know if there is anything he
can do. The answer is clear. After
donating his blood, he should come
to Foundation head-office. When
he arrives, he is not feeling good.
At first he takes some rest and then
with unique spirit of his own starts
helping around. He wears a cover
and moves the items and boxes along
with the others. He says because of
his journey to Africa, he cannot have
conspicuous presence, but he will
continue helping indirectly. In these
special circumstances having well-
known figures is so much crucial and
useful. We take a permission to take
his photo and he welcomes greatly.
Those few photos of Hamed Behdad
and the people he introduced to the
Foundation would suffice to have
lots and lots of aids.

Today the earthquake specialized
group of Child Foundation begins
working. Most members of this
group are dear artists including
Roya Teymourian, masoud
Raygan, Hamed Behdad, Shabnam
Mogadami, Nima Dehqani, etc ....
. This group is supposed to divide
the tasks done by Foundation. Now,
they are sending the packages but in
other phases other steps like cultural
activities for children and in greater
measures constructing schools will
be taken.

Thursday, 26 August
The aid working team is in the areas.
Observations and estimations are
displaying that in quake-ravaged
areas, there is an urgent need for field
bathrooms. We are rapidly calling
different companies in Tehran to
prepare toilet and bathroom sets. At
last we choose the most affordable
ones. 20 toilets and bath sets were

bought. They cost $14000. We are
supposed to send them along with
other aids to the areas. But there are
still other necessary contributions
like this. Although people’s helpwas

unprecedented, the amount of
shortages force us to announce on
the site that we still need aids to
provide the costs.

Roya Teymourian and Masoud
Raygan said that their house could
be used as a place for gathering
people’s aids for the victims. This
couple’s reputation caused people
unbelievably welcome to help.
Now, there is noy enough space in
their house for contributions in kind.
They call the Foundation and offer
to give people’s aids to the areas
through Child Foundation. Cars are
sent to Mrs. Teymourian’s house
to collect the aids and transfer to
the Foundatin’s head-office. Now
besides people’s contributions sent
directly to Foundation, these aids are
added which need double efforts. We
need empty boxes to pack people’s
contributions. A lot of empty boxes
are prepared by Foundation‘s
friends. Roya Teymourian, Shabnam
Mogadami, Nima Dehqgani, and
other Foundation’s volunteers are
here to aid and pack the items which
are not at all easy. All items must be
separated; sanitary wares, clothes,
blankets, toys, food and so on. But
when we are all together, it seems
nothing is difficult. A couple hours
later, Foundation is a little secluded
but it does not last long. Again the
building door bell is ringing and other
aids have just arrived which should
be sent with the next packages.

Friday, 27 August

The amounts of  people’s
contributions are so high that
practically we could not do our daily
activities and routines during this
week. All Foundation’s employees,
old friends, artists, and people were
preparing the packages. The third
shipment was sent.

Sunday, 29 August
During the whole week we were
occupied with collecting and
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Ahmadreza Qani

Rereading Child Foundation activities in the procedure of Azarbayjan Earthquake

Five months

Laughs and tears

In fact before Child Foundation  presence of Child Foundation
began helping with the was pretty significant. From the
catastrophe in Azarbayjan very first moments, they were
earthquake, it was not imagined  involved shoulder to shoulder
how useful it could be. But Ahar  with those people aiding the
and Varzaqan’s earthquakes victims. The pages ahead of you
could not be simply ignored. are the summary of what Child
Moreover, the conspicuous Foundation has been through

for five months. Although

the activities are written and
printed under the name of Child
Foundation, without the aid

and accompaniment of people,
artists, philanthropists, and our
fellow Iranian inside and outside
of country, we could not succeed.
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DO NOT HELP!

‘@ A short gap with Steven Englund,
USA Child Foundation American
staff

‘D Simple words which are miracles to
us!

I’ve experienced the feeling of being
helpful, when working in the Child
Foundation

‘g} Child Foundation Activities by
numbers and statistics

Hamyaran Child Foundation ( Refah e Koodad Charity
institute) internal

periodical magazine - March 3

10th issue

This issue>s colleagues:

Sahand Fardi Abkenar, Aida Aslani, Ahmad Reza Ghani,
Minoo Galeh, Roshanak Mohammadi, Elmira Hosseini
English version translation: Neda Ziloobaf, Maryam
Raeasi, Sahand Fardi Abkenar

Photo: Hormat Nazeri,Mani lotfizadeh

Layout and cover designer: Nader Gheble’e, Darvag
International

Printed and lithography: Ravagh printing

Child Foundation’s Iran central office

Address: #20, Golzar Alley, Golshan St, Khoramshahr
Ave, Tehran, Iran

Tel: 98-21-88502182-4 - Fax: 98-21-88764771
www.childf.org

info@childf.org

MD’s Message

“Leaving something half-done” is a familiar term to
all of us. When talking together, many of us mention
the tasks or decisions of ours that we left half-done
but rarely do we think about the reason of this. In a
larger scale, this can be attributed to the actions made
by organizations or institutes. Many Iranian institutes
— especially with cultural approach — are very young
and unfortunately easily forget their visions and
missions which not only results in wasting a part of the
human resources’ energies but also their experiences
and reserves will be forgotten. This is while in many
other countries, the institutes are sometimes even
100 years old, something which also applies to many
publications or Socio-cultural organizations. In
light of the abovementioned points, our 18 years of
experience in the Child Foundation is a considerable
success among non-governmental —organizations
particularly in the field of charities and I’d like to
congratulate this success to each and every member
of this great community as well as all the supporters
and benefactors.

To maintain these 18-years of gained trust which
was itself the result of structured, clear and
responsive efforts, we need to focus more on
“qualitative developments”. As you are aware, the
Child Foundation has increased the number of its
active offices to 18, in the 18" year of its operation
and is trying to increase the service provision
scope in all those areas to the most possible level.
Enhancing the software and hardware abilities
of our institute is certainly one of the main goals
we’ll be following within the next year as our top
priority; however, this should not overshadow the
importance of increasing the quality of our services.
Of course we’ll be considering opening new offices
in other provinces/cities and we welcome any offers
that match our institute’s standards.

Reviewing the Child Foundation’s history during the
past 18 years and analyzing its status today shows that
this institute has successfully passed all the “creativity”
and “control” steps and has entered a new phase
of its life cycle. We owe this success to the sincere,
compassionate and devoted efforts of thousands of
true-hearted people who united together to follow the
Child Foundation’s vision. Although this was at first
the idea of the institute’s founders, today, the great
family of Child Foundation is relying on the wisdom
of crowds to make the best decisions and choose the
perfect paths for the realization of its humanitarian
goals which has resulted in supporting 5000 talented
children and saving them from the hazards of remaining
uneducated. Once again our sincerest appreciation
goes to each and every one of you kind supporters.
We wish that kindness becomes the “prominent line of
your lives” —as Hamid Mosadeq puts it.

AN
M
. 778
W

Hamyaran



